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Surrogate Motherhood 

To make its research readily available to a broad audience, the 
Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy publishes a quarterly 
newsletter: QQ-Reporl from the Institute for Philosophy and Public 
Polia). Named after the abbreviation for "questions;' QQ sum· 
marizes and supplements Institute books and working papers 
and features other selected work on public policy questions. 
Articles in QQ are intended to advance philosophically in· 
formed debate on current policy choices; the views presented 
are not necessarily those of the Institute or its sponsors . 
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In this issue: 

In the wake of Bam) M, surrogate parenthood con­
tinues to arouse bitter debate. Whose interests are 
served by it - and whose exploited? .... p. 1 

Do politicians have an obligation to play "hard-
ball"? An answer in the affirmative ....... p. 6 

What is entrapment? Why should it function as 
a defense to a charge of criminal wrongdoing? p. 9 

An economist looks at fairness in tax policy - and 
suggests that ours is fairer than we might 
fu~ .... . .... . .... .. .... .. .......... ~U 

A new volume in the Cambridge Studies in 
Philosophy and Public Policy is announced. p. 15 

"Surrogate" motherhood dates back at least as far as 
Genesis, that is to say, to the earliest generations of 
recognizably human families. There Abrahams long­
barren wife, Sarah, sends her husband to "lie with" 
the slave girl Hagar, in the hopes that through her she 
can "found a family:' Jacob's wife, Rachel, makes a 
similar arrangement with her slave girl, Billah, "so that 
she may bear sons to be laid upon my knees:' Despite 
the intense and bitter controversy surrounding contem­
porary cases of surrogate parenting, there is nothing 
particularly novel about the practice of one woman 
bearing a child for another. 

But in the late twentieth century two dimensions to 
this practice are new. First, medical advances now allow 
for cases of what has been called "high tech" or "full­
fledged" surrogacy, in which the surrogate is implanted 
with both sperm and egg drawn from an infertile 
couple; the genetic material for the fetus is contributed 
entirely by the receiving couple, with the surrogate 
'10aning" her womb to carry the fetus to birth. Second, 
recent years have seen the advent of commercial or con­
tract surrogacy, childbearing for a fee. Contract sur­
rogacy emerged in the mid 1970s; by the end of 1986 
some 500 children had been born of such arrange­
ments. The most famous, of course, is Baby M, the ob­
ject of the landmark custody case that ensued when 
surrogate mother Mary Beth Whitehead refused to 
relinquish the child she had conceived and carried to 
term in a surrogacy contract for William Stern. Baby 
M's custody battle riveted public attention for months, 


